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Breathe Into Your Massage
Mindful Breathing Enhances Bodywork Benefits
Cathy Ulrich
During her massage, Elaine was having
trouble relaxing, continually talking
about all of the stressors in her life. I
took a deep breath and asked her to do
the same. Suddenly, her body relaxed
and I finally felt her respond to the work
I was doing. So, what shifted with that
simple suggestion?

In The Moment

Elaine was thinking about the stresses in
her life instead of where she was at the
moment. She was in a safe space,
receiving gentle, supportive bodywork.
And yet she couldn't relax. By simply
asking her to be mindful of her breath,
she immediately felt her body and
became present with me in that space.

control labor pain. By consciously
breathing during contractions, they
learn to shift the feeling of pain to just
sensation.
Elaine came to see me because she had
chronic pain in her foot, knee, and hip.
Often chronic pain sets up as a vicious
cycle of muscle tightness, impaired
blood flow, and more pain, even in
areas distant from the original problem.
When I asked Elaine to send her breath
to the foot, she changed her feeling of
pain to simply sensation and this opened
a door that allowed me to change the
holding pattern in her tissue.
Of course she couldn't physically
breathe into her foot, but the imagery of
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Mindful breathing brings an individual back into their body, facilitating presence and relaxation.

In this Issue

Many meditation traditions use the
breath to quiet the mind. With mindful
breathing, we're suddenly thrust into an
awareness of our inner spaces and a
feeling that we actually do live in a body.
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Reduce Pain

One of the first things expectant
mothers learn in natural childbirth
classes is breathing techniques to help

sending warm, healing breath into her
foot from the inside while I worked on it
from the outside changed her
relationship to the pain.
Try this simple technique yourself. As
you tune into your breath, notice your
body. Is there discomfort or pain?
Continued on page 2
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Breathe in, and think of filling your
lungs with healing oxygen. Now breathe
out, and imagine sending this warm,
healing oxygen directly to the place that
hurts. Continue gently breathing into
the area for a few minutes. What does it
feel like now?

Relieve Stress

When I worked with Elaine, I noticed
that the more she talked about her
stressful life, the shallower her breath
became. She was breathing high in her
chest in short, rapid breaths. Her mind
had transported her back to her stressful
life, even though she was in a place
where she was supported and
encouraged to take a break from that
stress, putting her body into a
fight-or-flight response.
One clear manifestation of this is rapid,
shallow breathing. While stress can
produce this breathing pattern, the
good news is that we can consciously
change the breathing pattern and reduce
the stress. It works both ways.

The next time you go for a massage, try
these suggestions to achieve mindful
breathing and enhance the benefits of
your session:
- As you settle onto the table, feel the
weight of your body on the table and
begin to notice your breath.
- Feel your breath moving of its own
accord. Where is it most noticeable?
Bring into the spaces that feel less full
(without effort--just invite).
- When your therapist starts working,
notice the pressure and rhythm. When
your practitioner lets up on the
pressure, breathe in. When she/he
applies pressure, breathe out.
- If your practitioner comes to a
tender area, pay special attention to
your breath. Work with the tenderness
on the exhale, imagining that you're

breathing out the pain.
- As your therapist works on different
areas, imagine your breath moving there
to meet her. Send your breath wherever
she is working. Let her work on the
outside, you work on the inside.
- Notice the changes as the massage
progresses. Notice your thought
patterns. Notice your comfort level.
Notice your stress (and how it melts) as
you send breath to the various areas of
your body.
- When your session is complete and
you sit up, notice how your breath feels.
What do you notice about your body, the
room, the light?
Why not use the lifegiving force of
breath to make your next massage an
even more beneficial experience. Just
breathe.

As I asked Elaine to slow her breathing
and take deeper breaths, the tension in
her face softened. Her body relaxed on
the table as if she were sinking into the
padding. Her feet became warmer, a
sure sign that her circulation had
changed and that her nervous system had
switched from fight or flight to the
calming mode of rest and digest.
Try this for yourself. The next time
you're feeling stressed, stop for a
moment and notice how you're
breathing. Is your breath high in your
chest? Is it fast and shallow? Now, gently
invite your breath to slow down. Start to
pull breath into your lungs by letting
your belly relax and expand as you
inhale. Spend a few moments with
yourself and your breath and look at the
stressful situation again. Does it seem so
bad now?

Your Massage

Receiving a massage does involve
participation on the client's part. While
the practitioner is the expert on the
bodywork, the clients are the experts on
their bodies. In our culture, the
client/therapist relationship is often a
check-your-body-at-the-door
affair.
But so much more can happen when the
client works with the therapist.
Being actively aware of your breath during a massage enhances the benefits of your session.

Cultivating a Gardening Habit
Discover the Health Benefits of Yard Work
Feeling the need to exercise, clean up
your diet, meditate? Want to be more
creative, get out and meet people, enjoy
the outdoors, and slow down? There's
one activity in which you can accomplish
all of these objectives: gardening.
Encouraging Exercise
Studies show that vigorous digging burns
500 calories an hour, weeding burns
210 calories, and mowing the lawn
burns 400 calories. As a moderate
exercise, gardening has been found to
decrease the risk of heart disease and
diabetes, and a study at the University of
Arkansas found that gardening was
almost as effective as weight lifting in
reducing the risk for osteoporosis in
women. So instead of taking that indoor
aerobics class this summer, try mowing
the lawn or planting an herb garden.
As with any exercise regimen, the key is
to start at a comfortable pace and
gradually work your way up to longer,
more difficult activities. Your heart rate
should be about the same as when you

take a brisk walk.
Improving Your Diet
Gardening will also likely help you eat
better. Research shows that people who
grow gardens eat more vegetables and
fruits than those who don't. Growing
fresh herbs, even in a container on the
deck or balcony, is another great way to
add
flavor
and
freshness
to
home-cooked meals and an incentive to
try new recipes.

herbs, a garden reminds us of our
connection to life and the abundance
that nature so freely gives.

Boosting Your Social Life
Gardening can also be quite social.
Whether at a garden club, a community
garden, or an online forum, people love
to share ideas, solve common problems,
and connect through mutual interests.
Easing Stress
And finally, gardening is a great way to
manage stress. Spending time outside
and tuning in to the rhythms of nature,
we're reminded to be patient, slow
down, and breathe the fresh air.
Whether growing flowers, vegetables, or

Gardening burns calories and improves diet.

Here Comes the Sun
Updated UV Index Shines Light on Rays
A crucial warning system has been
recently updated for your skin's
protection. In compliance with the
World Health Organization, the
Environmental Protection Agency and
the National Weather Service revamped
the UV Index, a system created to alert
people about the level of harmful
ultraviolet (UV) light rays from the sun.
Overexposure to UV rays can cause
wrinkles and premature aging, skin
cancer, cataracts, and immune system
suppression.
Many factors influence the strength of
UV rays: UV light is stronger in the
summer, at higher altitudes, and in
areas closer to the equator. It's also
stronger at midday, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., when the sun is directly overhead.
The new UV index ranges from 0-11

with guidelines as follows:
0-2: low.
Minimal exposure for the average
person, but watch for reflected UV from
snow and water.
3-5: moderate.
Stay in the shade during midday.
Cover-up outside.
6-7: high.
Wear a hat, sunglasses, and a sunscreen
with a minimum sun protection factor
(SPF) of 15. Avoid midday sun.
8-10: very high.
Take extra precautions, and avoid
midday sun. Wear protective clothing.
11: extreme.
Take all precautions, seek shade, and
avoid midday sun. If possible, stay
indoors.
As part of its daily forecast, the National
Weather Service publishes the UV index

for each area of the country. Go to
www.epa.gov/sunwise/uvindex.html and
enter your zip code to find your UV
index for the day. The Weather
Channel, as well as most local TV
stations, include the UV index in their
weather forecast. It can also be found at
www.weather.com.
For a detailed description of the UV
index, or for more information on sun
protection, visit www.epa.gov/sunwise.

Don't let stress
pile up.
Relaxation is
just a phone call
away!
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